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Connecting auxiliares de conversación in Spain with free activities, teacher training, and mentors. 

 
 

Teaching 101: An Auxiliar Crash Course 
Unit 1B—High Expectations 

Note: For an easier reading experience, make sure “print layout” is turned off. Go to “view,” and ensure 
“print layout” is deselected. 
 

 
Preview Activity 

Preview questions (Answer at least 1) 
● What do high expectations for an auxiliar de conversación in an immersion English 

class look like/sound like/feel like to you? 
● What do high expectations for a student in an immersion English class look like/sound 

like/feel like to you? 
● What do low expectations for a teacher in an immersion English class look like/sound 

like/feel like to you? 
● What do low expectations for a student in an immersion English class look like/sound 

like/feel like to you? 
● When do you think it would be ok for the auxiliar, teacher, or student to speak in 

Spanish? 
 
Teaching Strategy Note: Using the wording “look like, sound like, feel like” can usually get you better 
answers than “mean.” 
 

 

 
Video 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
Reading  

Lesson 1 of how to be a better auxiliar de conversación is to always have high expectations 
for you students. Always. 

You’ll hear “¿Qué ha dicho?” (What did he/she say?) ten times during your first lesson. A good 
auxiliar knows not to slow down yet, and never to switch to Spanish. Repeat yourself. Say it in 
different words. Figure out how many students are understanding (later we’ll talk about: Checks 
for Understanding ) and go from there. 

You might think you’re doing your students a favor by “dumbing it down,” but really you’re 
doing anything but. Your job as an auxiliar is to help Spanish students raise their English 
fluency as fast as possible. Going slow and playing it safe doesn’t do this. Three weeks from 
your first day, they will understand more than they did—They will rise to the challenge if you 
push them. If you don’t, they’ve got nowhere to go. “¿Qué ha dicho?” will be replaced with the 
same level of English they had on day one because they don’t need to try anymore. You’re 
using simple English that they already know, or, even worse, you’re explaining stuff in Spanish 
so that they don’t have to work.  

“Dumbing it down” is something the teacher can do if need be. For example, if you’re telling a 
story and say, 

 “Oh yeah that reminds me of when my friend’s fiance had made that beef stroganoff 
with the mix that had had something pretty nasty in the powder- oh that was terrible.” 

 

https://youtu.be/GwwhQL80KNg


 

This is EXACTLY what students need to hear, because this is real English. Depending on the 
level of proficiency of the class, the teacher might say “oh, your friend’s fiance ‘cooked beef’ 
using a packet that was rotten’ in order to make it more accessible to students.  

Or, the teacher’s goal might just be to get the class to understand the main idea. They might 
ask you to repeat it slower or in different words, then ask the class comprehension questions, 
such as “who made the food,” or “was the food good,” or “what type of food was it.”  

Or, they might try to get students to predict what words mean, like fiance, nasty or powder.  

Then again, they might have a student repeat the story in simple English to the rest of the 
class. 
 
Keep pushing them. When they understand, push them more. Stay a step ahead and remain 
there.   

Yes, it feels good to be the easy teacher that students teach words to in Spanish, but that’s 
why you have friends outside of school.  

Believe me, you will feel so much more accomplished and proud when at the end of the day 
you can say, “Dang- I didn’t speak a word of Spanish” and see the tangible growth of your 
students in your exit slips (see unit on: Checks for Understanding). 

 

 
Don’t let those “¿QUÉ?” questions slow you down. Push your students. Ask: What word did 
you not understand? Have them summarize to a partner what they understood. Help them 
see that they understand more than they think they do. 

 
 

 



 

 
Other Resources 

Theory 
 
In language acquisition lingo, this is the ”zone of proximal development” or “i + 1.”  
 
 
Blog 

Setting High Expectations 

YouTube Video 

A Teacher’s Perspective: Setting High Expectations for All Students 

Infographic 

Scroll down, or see here 
 

 

 
Relevance in the Classroom 

Tools for You 

● Be a broken record. “This is impossible. We never learned this. Es que… ni idea.” 
Instead of responding to each student individually and reassuring them (i.e., giving 
them the attention they’re looking for), cut it off with “I know you can do it! What’s the 
next step?” Once they tell you- walk away. 

● Full sentence arms. If a student responds with just a word, or with a short sentence 
and you had asked for more, or you know they can say more, pretend you are 
measuring a big fish. Let this become your non-verbal gesture for “let’s hear more!” 

● “No opt out” - Do not accept “I don’t know” as an answer. Instead, prompt the student 
to use their resources: their notes, the book, a partner, their group. If need be, let them 
“phone a friend:” take out an imaginary phone, call someone else in the class, that 
person takes out their imaginary phone, gives them the answer, then always go back to 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zone_of_proximal_development
https://thehighlyeffectiveteacher.com/what-does-it-mean-to-have-high-expectations-for-your-students/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pjeRxW5QHZ4
https://elearninginfographics.com/help-students-succeed-strategies-infographic/


 

that original student for the response. Note: I’ve never had an issue with this in Spain but 
have in the US. If the kid is freaking out, just let them know you’ll come back to them-and ask 
them a different question later in the class.  

● Talk with the teacher first- but in an absolute worst case scenario, you may consider 
letting a student explain something to another student in Spanish. The most I would 
ever do here is nod my head in agreement or shake my head to say their explanation 
was wrong.  

Class Activities 

● To keep students from responding with just 1 word answers, “sentence starters” are 
great. Find an example here  by searching “discussion sentence starters” 

 

 
 

 
Discussion / Assessment 

Please join Teaching 101 to see the assignment. 
 
 

 

 
Explore 

If you’re interested in exploring additional resources, here are a few recommendations: 

 

http://www.auxiliaresdeconversacion.org/activities


 

● This is an excerpt  from the best resource I know of regarding setting high academic 
expectations-the book Teach Like a Champion 

● Edutopia video: Students rising to the occasion 
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http://teachlikeachampion.com/wp-content/uploads/Lemov-Chapter-1.pdf
https://www.edutopia.org/video/high-expectations-students-learn-rise-occasion


 

 
 
 

 


