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Connecting auxiliares de conversación in Spain with free activities, teacher training, and mentors. 

 
 

Teaching 101: An Auxiliar Crash Course  
Unit 1C—Auxiliares de Conversación Placement 

Note: For an easier reading experience, go to “view,” and ensure “print layout” is deselected. 
 

 
Preview Activity 

Preview questions (Answer at least 1) 
1. Where did you want to be placed? How did you decide this? Did you end up getting placed there? 
2. What school, city and comunidad autónoma will you be in? What do you think? 
3. Have you spoken with anyone at your school or city? What have they told you? 
4. Have you done any research into the area? If so, what? 

 
Teaching Strategy Note: There is research demonstrating that students remember more, and are more engaged in their learning, 
when their previous knowledge is activated (i.e., doing a preview activity) and there is a closing activity (i.e., the assessment). 
 

 

 



 

 
Video 

N/A 
 
 

 
Reading  

 
I remember it well—staring at the screen. All I had to do was choose my comunidad autónoma. How hard could it be? 
 
Easy! The only two places in Spain la Sra. Torna talked about were Madrid and Barcelona.  
 
Let’s see—there it is. “Madrid: #1.” Done.  
 
“Barce”—wait—”Where’s the Barcelona button?” Hmmm—let’s keep going. “What’s Castilla y León?” (Google Image 
Search) “NOPE.” Ummm… “What’s Aragon? Wasn’t he in Lord of the Rings?” “No—don’t like the sound of it.“ 
 
The rest of my choosing consisted of a long, frustrating session of Wikipedia searches and Googling.  

● “What is an autonomous community?”  
● “What is the best autonomous community?”  

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=castilla+y+leon&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjG6fWii7LjAhWGiVwKHf4LAYgQ_AUIESgC&biw=1230&bih=517
https://www.google.com/search?q=castilla+y+leon&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjG6fWii7LjAhWGiVwKHf4LAYgQ_AUIESgC&biw=1230&bih=517


 

● “Are you sure?”  
 
“I think my friend said to choose somewhere where they only speak Spanish… “ 

● “Where in Spain do they speak other languages?” Oh no... it’s like everywhere. WTF are all these languages? I knew 
Basque was a language...but ‘Valencian?’ Isn’t that the name for ice cream that has vanilla, chocolate and strawberry? 

● “Why am I going to Spain again?”  
● “Where do they only speak spanish?”  

 
Thankfully, either the Ministerio de Educación didn’t look at my requests (at that point I don’t even remember what I chose), 
or my inscrita number was high enough where I wasn’t put in any of my choices.  
 
I got Zamora .  
 
Za- who -a?  
 
Za- more -a. 
 
At the time, the population was approximately (I’m rounding up to be on the safe side):  

● 60,000 non-native English speakers 
● 7 native English speakers from the US  
● 10 native English speakers from the UK 
● 10 native English speakers from other countries 

 
Using Facebook, I tried to be as prepared as possible before going to Zamora. I got in touch with two of the auxiliares 
de conversación living there. Both said they loved it. Good sign! One said I could take over her lease if I wanted, and that 
her roommate was one of the kindest people she’d ever met (after living with her for a year-I couldn’t have agreed 
more).  
 
I didn’t have any idea what to expect when I got off my 3 hour bus ride from Madrid. First impressions? Zamora didn’t 
have a metro. You could walk literally anywhere in the city in 20 minutes. I could wake up and jog to work in less than 5 

 



 

minutes. It was IMPOSSIBLE to get lost. (As someone who, before GPS and smartphones, got lost regularly, you have no 
idea what a relief this was!) Everything was old—like older than the United States old. (See that church? Yeah that’s from 
the 11th Century. This one is way younger though—it’s from the 18th century. This building isn’t anything special—it’s just a 
police station… it was built in 1504.)  
 
Because Zamora is so small and there were so few English speakers, I was in an immersion environment like my students 
were. This was a huge pro for learning Spanish, but did get overwhelming at times. For example—going to the grocery 
store, ordering at a restaurant, being on the bus—you can’t cheat and say “umm, ¿cómo se dice ‘eggplant?’” (Okay I don’t 
know why you’d ever say that on the bus, but you get my point.) You’ve got to use your circumlocution skills (esa verdura 
morada que también es un emoji inapropiado), or give in and use WordReference or Google Translate if you are a 
quitter. 
 
What are some downsides of living in a place like Zamora? 
 
In smaller cities (you’ll notice this way more if you’re in a pueblo), the average age will be higher. In Zamora, it’s 
approximately 50 , versus Madrid at 40-44. So, there might be less people your age to hang out with. There also might be 
less “sympathetic” Spanish speakers. What do I mean by that? Let’s say you walk into a bar and say “Tengo hambre, me 
das un bocadillo de jamón y Swiss?” A “sympathetic” speaker might say: 

● “¿Qué es “sweeeees?” or “¿Jamón y qué? 
 
While an “unsympathetic” speaker might say: 

● “¿Qué has dicho?” or “¿Qué?” or “¿Eh?” 
 
This also relates back to my hard to pronounce name. After people kept responding with “¡uf qué difícil!”  or “¿eh?”  I came 
to realize the closest most Spaniards could get was “Ballar.” It’s not my favorite, but it was either that or making people 
uncomfortable because they couldn’t say my name and may have just avoided talking to me because of that. 
 
The only problem with this was that I also had to remember my new name- as people would say, “Ballar!” “Ballar!” And I 
wouldn’t turn around! It was a learning experience for all of us. 
 

 

https://www.wordreference.com/es/translation.asp?tranword=eggplant
https://www.zamora24horas.com/texto-diario/mostrar/848027/edad-media-habitantes-zamora-50-anos
https://www.statista.com/statistics/449175/population-of-community-of-madrid-by-age-group/
https://www.wordreference.com/es/translation.asp?tranword=swiss%20cheese
https://www.wordreference.com/es/en/translation.asp?spen=uf
https://www.wordreference.com/es/en/translation.asp?spen=eh


 

In smaller cities, you may also hear more jerga that will be important when speaking with your friends, but won’t be as 
useful when talking with other Spanish-speakers elsewhere (in Asturias, for example, a small beer—which in Spain you’d 
usually call a caña—is called a ‘canyón’). If you said that in Madrid, the camarero would probably say “A ver, tío. 
¿Quieres una cerveza grande?” Or, “¿Y eso qué es?” Or, in Zamora, you might get an “¿EHHH?” 
 
No, Zamora wasn’t what I was expecting—It was way different than anywhere I’d lived before. But, that’s the point of 
living abroad.  
 
If you’re looking for a place just like where you live now, you’re missing the point of the whole program entirely. In 
comedian Bill Burr’s sarcastic words,  
 

“This *#$&*%@ place sucks...it’s not like exactly where I left. What’s the point of traveling if it’s 
going  to be different.”    -Bill Burr 

 
Zamora was my home for a year, and like I said, part of a once in a lifetime opportunity. Your placement will be, too.  

 
 

 
Other Resources 

Tip: Something I wish someone told me—everyone complains about their job and about money, I think that’s just a given. 
Before complaining to Spaniards though, keep in mind that you actually have a pretty sweet gig. In Spain, in most places, 
making 1,000 Euros a month is considered a good salary. No, you’re not quite making that, but you’re also working 
waaaay less hours. Complain-away, but don’t be surprised when your friend gives you a hard time about how easy you 
have it! 
 
Finding a place to live 
 

● Whatever you do, don’t sign a lease before moving to Spain. Say “yeah, that sounds good- but I’d like to take a 

 

https://www.wordreference.com/es/en/translation.asp?spen=jerga


 

look once I’m in Spain first.” 
● I would look in the auxiliar facebook group for your region to see if you can take over a lease from someone who 

liked their roommates. 
● https://www.idealista.com/en/  is a common resource that’s used for piso hunting. 
● I recommend not using an inmobiliaria company, especially one for students in college towns. 

 
Get in touch with your school 

● No, it’s not required, but I recommend contacting your school over summer.  
● They might be able to put you in touch with the past auxiliar (with just their name you could probably find them 

on Facebook) and/or help you with finding a piso 
● The might also be able to help you prepare for any issues previous auxiliares had, etc. 

Setting your schedule 

● Depending on your school, you might be given your 12 hour schedule, or you might have a say in planning it out 
with the department chair. 

○ If you do have a say, remember things like: 
■ If you live far away, minimize big gaps so you don’t need to come back in the afternoon 
■ See if you can ensure you get a 3 day weekend each week 
■ Because you have a student VISA, you are not able to work at a different job. (e.g., at an academia 

or teaching private lessons) although many auxiliares do both. So, if you plan on * volunteering at 
another school or giving lessons for  * free then I would try to keep your regular classes in the morning 

Examples of Spanish Slang (Jerga) 

● Jerga 

Places you probably want to locate in the first few days in your city 

● Información de turista 
● La policia 
● Subdelegación del gobierno 
● Your school 
● A few types of stores (Árbol, Áldi, Mercadona, a “Chino”) 

 

https://www.idealista.com/en/
https://visionlinguistica.wordpress.com/2016/10/06/jerga-espanola/


 

● A bar and some restaurants 
● The biblioteca 
● A cine 
● A carnicería 
● La frutería 
● El teatro 
● Renfe 
● El autobus (Both the local one, and whatever line takes you to Madrid- might be ALSA, Autorés, etc.) 
● La “boca” del metro  

 

 

 
Relevance in the Classroom 

Tools for You 

Digital Tools for Exploring Cities 

● Google Earth 
● Google Maps 
● Google Earth Expeditions (like a virtual field trip) 
● Google Arts & Culture (Virtual museum visits) 

Digital Tools for Planning a Virtual Trip 

● Google My Maps 
● Google Tour Builder 

Class Activities 

 

https://earth.google.com/web/
https://maps.google.com/
https://www.google.com/intl/en_us/earth/education/resources/
https://artsandculture.google.com/
https://roamingtheamericas.com/guide-google-my-maps-trip-planning/
https://tourbuilder.withgoogle.com/


 

● Have students, in groups, explore your hometown and report back to the class what they learned. You could divide 
them by category: parks, restaurants, museums 

● Each student makes a Google My Map of their own city and what places are important to them 
● Students use their creative writing skills to make a Google Tour Builder for a character in a book they are reading 

in class, complete with images and descriptions. 
● Play Carmen Sandiego with your class (You’re welcome) 

 
 

 

 
Discussion / Assessment 

 
Please join Teaching 101 to see the assessment. 
 
Teaching Strategy Note #1: Providing an “A” or “10” level response for students (even better would be saying “this is a 
past student example”) helps preemptively solve a lot of potential problems by showing students what you have in 
mind. The downside is that you may end up getting 20 projects that all look the same. So, I recommend making sure 
you stress “this is just one way of interpreting the instructions.” 
 
Teaching Strategy Note #2: Even better than #1, though, is making sure you give students 5-7 minutes during class to 
start the homework or project.  
 

 

 

https://techcrunch.com/2019/06/18/carmen-sandiego-returns-to-google-earth-with-a-new-caper/


 

 
Explore 

If you’re interested in exploring additional resources, here are a few recommendations: 

● Average age of population in Spain by comunidad autónoma 
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https://www.lavanguardia.com/vida/20170114/413301619328/media-edad-espanoles-espana-provincia.html

